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Japan today is no longer an enemy. It’s an 
ally in keeping the peace. Someday an Amer-
ican President will be sitting down with a 
duly elected leader of Iraq; they’ll be talking 
about how to make the world a more peace-
ful place. 

I believe that. I believe people long to be 
free. I believe people, if given a chance to 
be free, will choose freedom. I believe that 
because America is not—freedom is not 
America’s gift to the world. Freedom is the 
Almighty God’s gift to each man and woman 
in this world. 

For all Americans, these years in our his-
tory will always stand apart. There are quiet 
times in the life of a nation when little is 
expected of its leaders. This isn’t one of those 
times. This is a time that requires firm re-
solve, clear vision, and a deep, abiding faith 
in the values that make us a great country. 

None of us will ever forget that week when 
one era ended and another began. On Sep-
tember the 14th, 2001, I stood in the ruins 
of the Twin Towers. It’s a day I will never 
forget. There were workers in hardhats there 
yelling at me, ‘‘Whatever it takes.’’ A guy 
grabbed me by the arm and said, ‘‘Do not 
let me down.’’ Ever since that day, I wake 
up every morning thinking about how to bet-
ter protect our country. I will never relent 
in defending America, whatever it takes. 

We’ve got a vision and a plan to make 
America a safer place and a more hopeful 
place for every citizen. Four years ago, I trav-
eled your State and I said if you gave me 
the great honor of holding this office, I would 
uphold the honor and dignity of the office 
to which I had been elected. With your help, 
with your hard work, I will do so for the next 
4 years. 

God bless. Thank you all for coming. Ap-
preciate you being here. Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:33 p.m. at Par-
kersburg High School. In his remarks, he referred 
to Mayor Jimmy Colombo of Parkersburg, WV; 
Senator Zell Miller of Georgia, who made the key-
note address at the Republican National Conven-
tion; Prime Minister Ayad Allawi of the Iraqi In-
terim Government; and Prime Minister Junichiro 
Koizumi of Japan.

Letter to the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives Transmitting a 
Supplemental Budget Request To 
Support Comprehensive Response 
and Recovery Efforts After 
Hurricane Charley 

September 6, 2004

Dear Mr. Speaker: 
On August 27th, I announced that I would 

submit a supplemental request to the Con-
gress of approximately $2 billion to pay for 
comprehensive response and recovery efforts 
after Hurricane Charley. This was in addition 
to response and recovery efforts being under-
taken by federal government agencies using 
existing resources and programs. 

Because of the severity and timing of Hur-
ricane Frances, I ask the Congress to con-
sider expeditiously the enclosed request, to-
taling $2.0 billion, for an emergency FY 2004 
supplemental appropriation for the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security. 

I hereby designate this proposal in the 
amount requested herein as an emergency 
requirement. This request responds to ur-
gent needs associated with Hurricanes Char-
ley and Frances in Florida and other affected 
areas, and will enable the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency to respond to ad-
ditional disasters should they occur. 

The enclosed request requires immediate 
action by the Congress to ensure that the 
immediate response efforts to these recent 
disasters continue uninterrupted. I anticipate 
making a further request in the coming days 
that will provide for a comprehensive re-
sponse and recovery effort addressing the im-
pact of both of these hurricanes. In addition, 
federal government agencies will continue 
their response and recovery efforts using ex-
isting resources and programs. 

The details of this request are set forth 
in the enclosed letter from the Director of 
the Office of Management and Budget. 

Sincerely, 

George W. Bush
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Remarks in Poplar Bluff, Missouri 
September 6, 2004

The President. Thank you all. Thanks for 
coming. I’m glad to be here celebrating 
Labor Day with you. It’s good to be in a part 
of the world where the cowboy hats out-
number the ties. Thanks for coming. You 
know, you might have heard I got an inter-
esting invitation to come here to Poplar 
Bluff, Missouri. I get a lot of invitations. I’ve 
never gotten one with 10,000 signatures on 
it. But I was somewhat surprised when we 
choppered over here, because it looks like 
there’s a lot more people than 10,000 that 
have come today. 

Thanks for coming. Thanks for having me. 
It’s a beautiful part of the world. People are 
good people here. I’m proud to be here to 
ask for your vote. You sure know how to 
make a President feel welcome. 

And I know you will join me in wishing 
President Clinton the very best wishes in the 
recovery from his surgery. His surgery went 
well, which is good news. And we just pray 
for a speedy recovery for the former Presi-
dent. 

My one regret today is I wish Laura were 
here to see the size of this crowd. You know, 
she was a public school librarian when I 
asked her to marry me. She was working at 
an elementary school, and she said, ‘‘Fine, 
I’ll marry you, so long as I never have to 
give a political speech.’’ [Laughter] I said, 
‘‘Okay.’’ [Laughter] Fortunately, it’s not a 
promise she held me to. She gave a fantastic 
speech. She’s a great mom. She is a wonder-
ful wife. She is a great First Lady. I’m going 
to give you some reasons to put me back in, 
but perhaps the most important one of all 
is so that Laura is First Lady for 4 more 
years. 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. I’m proud to be running 
for a second term with my friend Dick Che-
ney. He doesn’t have the waviest hair in the 
race. [Laughter] I didn’t pick him for his 
hairdo. [Laughter] I picked him because he 
has good judgment, great experience, and he 
can get the job done. 

I appreciate my friend Jo Ann Emerson, 
the fine Congresswoman from this district. 

She’s a pleasure to work with. Every time 
I see her, she says, ‘‘Remember Missouri.’’ 
And so does your Senator, Kit Bond. I’m 
proud to be here with Kit. I’m asking you 
to put me back in there, but make sure, as 
you do, put him in too. He’s a great United 
States Senator. Give him 6 more years. 

And Jim Talent—Jim Talent is a fine Sen-
ator as well. As they say down in Crawford, 
he’s making a good hand—[laughter]—smart 
guy, good, honest man. I appreciate being 
with him. 

It’s good to be here with your next Gov-
ernor, Matt Blunt. I appreciate my friend 
Peter Kinder here. He’s representing the 
State senate. It looks like his cousin came. 
[Laughter] House Speaker Catherine 
Hanaway is with us. I’m proud you’re here. 

I want to thank Mayor Lloyd Matthews. 
Mr. Mayor, thank you so very much for this 
very generous and kind introduction—invita-
tion to be here. It means a lot. And I also 
want to thank Hardy Billington and David 
Hahn. These are local veterans. These boys 
sure know how to throw a party. I want to 
thank the Sho-Me marching band. Thank you 
all for coming. Poplar Bluff High School, I 
appreciate you all being here. 

Most of all, I want to thank you all for 
coming on Labor Day. It means a lot. 

Audience member. [Inaudible] 
The President. Well, I’m glad to be here. 

But I’m not only asking for the vote; I’m ask-
ing for your help. I think it’s really important 
in our society to vote. I believe in a free soci-
ety, we have an obligation to participate in 
our elections. 

So I’m asking you to register your friends 
and neighbors. Don’t overlook discerning 
Democrats, people like Zell Miller. Zell Mil-
ler knows. There’s a lot of good Democrats 
in this part of the world that understand that 
Dick Cheney and I will make this world safer, 
stronger, and better for every single Amer-
ican. And if you’re a Democrat or inde-
pendent, you’re welcome here. We’re glad 
you’re here. 

And then when you get people heading 
to the polls, after you register them, get them 
leaning our way. Get them to come our way. 
I want to thank you for your help. I want 
to thank you for what you’re going to do, 
coming down the stretch run. There’s no 
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